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Such is the narrative given by the greater number of the historians.
But to return to Alexander. After he had reduced all Asia on
:his side the Euphrates, he advanced towards Darius^ who was coming"
down against him with a million of men. In his march a very ridicu-
lous passage happened. The servants who followed the camp for
sport's sake divided themselves into two parties, and named the com-
mander of one of them Alexander, and the other Darius. At first they
only pelted one another with clods of earth, but presently took to their
fists, and at last, heated with contention, they fought in good earnest
with stones and clubs, so that they had much ado to part them; til!
Alexander, upon hearing" of it, ordered the two captains to decide the
quarrel by single combat, and armed him. who bore his name himself,,
while Philotas did the same to him who represented Darius. The
whole army were spectators of this encounter, willing from the event
of it to derive an omen of their own future success. After they had
fought stoutly a pretty long" while, at last he who was called Alexander
had the better, and for a reward of his prowess had twelve villages
given him, with leave to wear the Persian dress. So we are told
by Eratosthenes.
But the great battle of all that was fought with Darius was not,, as
most writers tell us, at Arbela, but at Gaugamela, which, In their
language, signifies the earners house, forasmuch as one of their ancient
kings having escaped the pursuit of his enemies on a swift came!,
in gratitude to his beast, settled him at this place, with an allowance
of certain villages and rents for his maintenance. It came to pass
that in the month Boedromion, about the beginning of the feast of
Mysteries of Athens, there was an eclipse of the moon, the eleventh.
night after which, the two armies being now in view of one another,
Darius kept his men in arms, and by torchlight took a general re-
view of them. But Alexander, while his soldiers slept, spent the night
before his tent with his diviner, Aristander, performing certain mys-
terious ceremonies, and sacrificing to the god Fear. In the meanwhile
the oldest of his commanders, and chiefly Parmenio, when they be-
held all the plain between Niphates and the Gordyaean mountains
shining with the lights and fires which were made by the barbarians,
and heard the uncertain and confused sounds of voices out of their
camp, like the distant roaring of a vast ocean, were so amazed at the
thoughts of such a multitude, that after some conference among them-
selves, they concluded it an enterprise too difficult and hazardous
for them to engage so numerous an enemy in the day, and therefore
meeting the king as he came from sacrificing, besought him to at-
tack Darius by night, that the darkness might conceal the danger
of the ensuing battle. To this he gave them the celebrated answer,
"I will not steal a victory/' wrhich though some at the time thought a
boyish and inconsiderate speech, as if he played with danger, others,